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Food for Thought 
 

By Senior Pastor Bill Jones 
 

In the Order for Confirmation and Reception into the Church that was used when I was con-
firmed in 1966, the ritual began with these words:  “Dearly beloved, the Church is of God, and will 
be preserved to the end of time, for the conduct of worship and the due administration of the Word 
and Sacraments, the maintenance of Christian fellowship and discipline, the edification of believers, 
and the conversion of the world.  All, of every age and station, stand in need of the means of grace 
which it alone supplies.”  I guess in many ways I have never forgotten those words.  They probably 
didn’t mean all that much to me back then as a 12 year-old, but 9 years later when I felt the call of 
God to ordained ministry, it all began to make sense.  Then the day came when I was ordained and 
Bishop Goodson laid his hands upon my head and said, “Take thou authority as an elder in the 
Church to preach the Word of God, and to administer the holy Sacraments in the congregation.”  I 
have staked my whole life on those words.  I love the church.  A thousand sermons finely tuned 
could not express my gratitude – for all that I am, all that I have, all that I hope to become, I owe 
to the Church of Jesus Christ.  In this column over the next few months, I want to suggest several 
reasons why I believe the Church is of God and shall be preserved to the end of time. 

First, because everybody needs a place to belong.  Biologically humans are designed to be with 
other people.  The need for community is written into our spiritual DNA.  Jesus’ parable of the lost 
sheep in Luke 15 gives a clue.  The shepherd has 100 sheep, but when one wanders off, the shep-
herd leaves the 99 (presumably somewhere safe), and searches for the lost one until he finds it.  
And when he does, he brings it back to the flock and then asks his friends and neighbors to rejoice 
with him.  The evangelist E. Stanley Jones captures its meaning beautifully with these words:  
“Everyone who belongs to Jesus Christ belongs to everyone else who belongs to Jesus Christ.” 

Renowned preacher Fred Craddock had a deeply devoted mother and a highly skeptical father.  
His mother was a pillar of their community church.  His father wanted nothing to do with it.  New 
preachers would pay him a visit only to have Mr. Craddock snarl and say, “They just want another 
number on their rolls.”  Lay people would visit, but Mr. Craddock was certain they only wanted his 
money, so he stayed home alone until he got sick, deathly sick.  Dr. Craddock said, “I flew home to 
see him.  His room was covered with cards and flowers sent from the church.  The refrigerator was 
full of food made by church members.  When I walked into Dad’s room he motioned for me to come 
to his bedside.”  In a voice that was barely a whisper Mr. Craddock said, “Tell them I was wrong.”  
“Wrong about what?” asked Fred.  “Wrong about the church,” said Mr. Craddock.  “At my funeral, 
tell them I was wrong.” 

The Church is far from perfect.  How could it be perfect?  People like you and me are members.  
Groucho Marx said, “I wouldn’t want to be a member of any church who would have me as a mem-
ber.”  Church growth entrepreneurs now market their start-up churches as churches for those who 
hate church.  It will be interesting to see if their negativism lasts.  

We need to remember that old cliché that the Church is not a museum of saints, but a hospital 
for sinners.  We are not perfect people to be put on a pedestal; we are sinners saved by grace try-
ing to learn how to live the Christian life.  Churches are filled with people who still have a long way 
to go.  Those who stick with the church know that the church is a saving place, a healing place, a 
place for the wounded and the broken-hearted.  As for me, the Church has been my place to be.  It 
took me in when I was baptized at three months of age and confirmed my faith at age 12, ordained 
me at age 23 and has given me a place to serve and use my God-given talents and gifts for nearly 
four decades.  The Church is of God and will be preserved until the end of time because everybody 
needs a place to belong.  That’s food for thought.  
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Thoughts from Kay 
 

By Associate Pastor Kay Barré 

With my voice I cry to the Lord; 

with my voice I make supplication to the Lord.  

I pour out my complaint before him; 

I tell my trouble before him.   

– Psalm 142:1-2 

Even two millennia ago, God’s people knew the importance of supporting each other.  When they needed 
support, the psalmist writes, “The righteous will surround me.”  It’s in this spirit of mutual care and trust that 
we’ll be offering two support groups beginning in June here at WUMC.  The first is GriefShare, which will 
meet every Wednesday, beginning June 15, at 6:30 p.m. in Room 353.  The second is a new group for those 
coping with chronic pain, which will meet the 1st Tuesday of each month, beginning June 7, at 11:30 a.m. in 
the den. 

I hope that if you find yourself in the midst of grief, dealing with chronic pain, or in need of any other 
type of support you will reach out to a group here in our community that will walk this path with you.  If you 
find yourself alone and don’t know where to turn, please feel free to call me at any time, and we’ll figure it 
out.  God is with us, and will deal bountifully with us, loving us pain and all.  Let’s walk with each other 
through the tough parts, and truly be a community that embodies God’s love.   

Look on my right hand and see — 

there is no one who takes notice of me; 

no refuge remains to me; 

no one cares for me.  

– Psalm 142:4 

I cry to you, O Lord; 

I say, ‘You are my refuge, 

my portion in the land of the living.’  

Bring me out of prison, 

so that I may give thanks to your name. 

The righteous will surround me, 

for you will deal bountifully with me.  

– Psalm 142:5, 7 

Ever been there?  So overwhelmed with the pain of life that crying out to the Lord seems to be the only 
possibility for remedy?  Many of us can relate.  We may have lost a loved one, be struggling with financial 
burdens, be faced with health challenges, or simply dealing with a time of dark depression.  Tragedy is part 
of the human condition.   

That’s probably why more psalms fall into the category of psalms of lament, a passionate expression of 
grief or sorrow, than any other.  While technology has transformed human society since biblical times, the 
human experience of loss and trouble remains the same.  We can read the words of psalmist and know ex-
actly what those words meant, and continue to mean. 

 When burdens are too much, it’s easy to fall into the pattern of keeping our pain to ourselves.  “Yes,” we 
answer, “I’m fine,” even when we aren’t.  Depression can lead to isolation.  That’s why our church communi-
ty can be such an important part of our support system.  God calls us to a place where we can be authentic 
— sharing our pain and brokenness with others.  While keeping up appearances may be an important part of 
our social lives in the rest of the world, our faith home should be a haven where we can talk about what is 
real and important.  That includes our experience of tragedy and challenge.   
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UMW Book Club 
The United Methodist Women’s Book Club will 

meet on Monday, June 13 at 7:00 p.m., at the 
home of Carol Brinkley (207 Old Cart Road in Pow-
hatan Secondary).  We will be reading and discuss-
ing Our Rights – How Kids Are Changing the World, 
by Janet Wilson.  This book is in the Children’s Edu-
cation for Mission category. 

All are welcome.  For more information, please 
call Carol Brinkley at 258-0617. 

Respite Volunteers  

Recognized 
Respite recognized our wonderful volunteers at 

a reception in April with the theme, “You make our 
day Spring to life!”  Respite participants created 
hand-painted birdhouses for every volunteer to take 
home in appreciation of their friendship, music per-
formances, pet visits, gardening education, art ther-
apy, etc.  Spring Arbor donated refreshments for 
the afternoon festivities.   

Williamsburg 
United Methodist 

Women 
 

June 2016 
UMW Circle Meetings 

SUSANNA WESLEY CIRCLE – Wednesday, June 
1 at 10:00 a.m. in Room 309.  The program will be 
presented by Marilyn Johnson.  Members are re-
minded to bring a non-perishable food item for 
FISH. 
 
OLIVE CASEY CIRCLE – Monday, June 6 at 10:30 
a.m.  Brunch at Judy French’s home.  A collection 
will be taken to help defray the cost of sending kits. 
 
CLARKE/HERITAGE CIRCLE – Tuesday, June 7 
at 10:30 a.m. in Room 174.   Our annual covered 
dish luncheon will be followed by, “Childhood Mem-
ories,” a time of remembering and reminiscing. 
 
JEAN CRAIG CIRCLE – Tuesday, June 7 at 1:30 
p.m. in the Activities Room at Brookdale (formerly 
Chambrel). 
 
FRIENDSHIP CIRCLE – Monday, June 13 at 
10:30 a.m. in the Church Den.  Elane Strange will 
present a program about the Huguenots. 
 
CAROL SCOTT CIRCLE – Tuesday, June 14 at 
12:30 p.m.  Luncheon at the Waypoint Grill. 
 
SISTERS-IN-FAITH CIRCLE – Tuesday, June 14 
at 6:30 p.m.  Members will enjoy an evening of fel-
lowship at Anna’s Brick Oven restaurant on Rich-
mond Road. 
 
WILLIAMSBURG LANDING CIRCLE – Tuesday, 
June 21 at 10:30 a.m. in the Williamsburg Landing 
Main Building in the auditorium (on the kitchen 
side).  
 

IMPORTANT DATE TO REMEMBER 
UMW Day – June 4 at Ferrum College 
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If you ever have a moment, stop 
by our website to see what’s going on at 
our church.  The address is 
www.williamsburgumc.org.  Find out about 
all the ministries and other activities that you 
or your family may be interested in joining!!  
We have something for everyone!! 

If you have any questions about something 
you see on our website, contact the church 
office (229-1771). 

Can you believe amidst the wide variety of wonderful books in our 
church library there was not a single one by popular and prolific author Tony 
Campolo, a favorite of Bill Jones’ and Ron Cranford’s, the beloved friend of 
many?  Thanks to Ron’s witness of faith and the thoughtful donations of four 
books given to the library in his memory, though, that is no longer the 
case.  With the library staff you’ll be thanking Carol and Louis Schuster for 

their donations of two of those books:  IT’S FRIDAY, BUT SUNDAY’S COMING’,  which Bill referred to in 
his eulogy at Ron’s memorial service; and STORIES THAT FEED YOUR SOUL, a collection of stories that 
center on eight gospel themes.  Jesus told stories to get his point across.  Whether in a teaching situation or 
sharing amongst friends these stories will capture your listener’s attention and help get your message 
across.  In addition, our collective thanks to Holley Walling for her gifts of RED LETTER REVOLUTION, co-
authored with Shane Claiborne and RED LETTER CHRISTIANS; A CITIZEN’S GUIDE TO FAITH & POLI-
TICS, two especially timely selections.  Of RED LETTER CHRISTIANS Shane Claiborne writes:  “This book 
is not just about how to vote in November . . . it is about how we vote every single day.”   

Another recent addition to our collection is ONE NATION, UNDER GODS:  A NEW AMERICAN HIS-
TORY by Peter Manseau.  Our thanks to Linda Hansell for her donation of this book in honor of the World 
Religions Class that began at WUMC on September 11, 2011.  Look for this and Campolo’s books on display 
in the library foyer. 

In this month of June, we honor Dads and Granddads with the selections in our children’s collection.  Be 
prepared for a surprise in SAY DADDY, sing along with MY FATHER’S ANGEL’S, and discover in KNUFFLE 
BUNNY what happens when Daddy’s in charge.  Or  greet the day with GOOD MORNING, SUNSHINE, get 
the scoop on HOW TO BABYSIT A GRANDPA and learn GRANDDAD’S PRAYERS FOR THE EARTH. 

  

“A book is the only place in which you can examine a fragile thought without breaking it.”  

–Edward P. Morgan 

Library News 

Have you checked 
out our Website? 

UMCOR KITS 
 

UMCOR Kit Challenge: 1000 Health Kits by June 1. 
 

Please get all supplies to the church by Tuesday, 
May 31 so we can determine what we need to fill in 
the gaps.  Money for supplies and/or shipping is 
welcome at any time.  Make checks out to 
WUMC with UMCOR kits in the memo line. 

Kit Assembly Day 
will be on June 4 in 
Fellowship Hall from 
10:00 a.m. – 1:00 
p.m.  We will assem-
ble and pack up the 
health kits to send to 
Conference on the 
June 16. 

http://www.williamsburgumc.org
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Did you know that WUMC has a quilt ministry?  
A group of us meets the 2nd Thursday of each 
month to put together quilts for Respite Care, the 
military, the ambulance corps and nursing facilities 
in the community.  Each month, we individually 
make two squares to contribute.  Then when we 
meet, we put the squares together and tie them off 
so that a member can take that quilt home and fin-
ish it.  We would love to have you join us in this 
ministry.  Even if you have never quilted, we would 
be happy to teach you.  Consider this an opportuni-
ty to learn a new 
skill for free!  And, 
you will be contrib-
uting to ministry in 
the community.   

Our next meeting 
June 16 at 6:30 p.m. 

in Wesley Hall. 

Messy Church  
in June:   

 

Our Theme is “Family” 
 

Messy Church will continue meeting through the 
summer on June 14, July 12 and August 9 from 
5:30 p.m. — 7:30 p.m.  Summer months mean 
warmer temperatures and the opportunity to move 
crafts, games and Celebration Time outside and en-
joy more opportunities for messy fun!   Invite your 
family, friends and neighbors to Messy Church and 
spend a wonderful evening that people of all ages 
will enjoy!   

Questions, contact Cindy Banek (229-1771). 

Global Outreach News 
 

Every day we make decisions about things that are important to us and to our families:  daily schedules, 
meal planning, exercise programs, after-school activities for our children, and which TV programs we watch.  
On a larger scale, we normally have control over which career we choose, which car we drive, or the college 
we attend.  But how would our lives be different if mere survival were our sole focus?  This is a daily reality 
in parts of the world where there is war or political oppression, economic distress, or natural disaster.   

Global Outreach will be setting up a Crossroads Table on Sundays June 5 and June 12 focusing on global 
hunger, specifically the work of the international relief organization, Stop Hunger Now, which has been 

providing meals to children and disaster victims since 1998.  All are invited to 
stop by to see a visual display, receive information about hunger and malnu-
trition, and pick up a “How to Help” fact sheet.  You also will be able to sam-
ple a bite of the food that Stop Hunger Now distributes to the world’s most 
vulnerable people.   

Why are we focusing on Stop Hunger Now?  On Saturday, October 22, 
Global Outreach will host a hands-on event at our church packaging the dry 
ingredients used to make meals needed by children and emergency victims 
throughout the world.  Come, taste, ask questions, and find out how you can 
take part in this church-wide effort to help those in need.  For more infor-
mation about Stop Hunger Now, visit www.stophungernow.org. 

http://www.stophungernow.org
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Cave Quest:  Following Jesus, the Light of the World  
 

Register your children now for our 2016 Vacation Bible School (VBS),  “Cave Quest,” June 27 
through July 1 from 9:00 a.m. — noon.   At Cave Quest, kids will explore the rock-solid foundation of Jesus’ 

love.  Our time together will be filled with incredible Bible-learning experiences kids will see, hear, touch and even 

taste!  We will also enjoy team-building games, cool Bible songs with Mr. Antho-
ny,  amazing crafts, and other standout activities.  During the week, we will be 

“Following Jesus, the Light of the World,” as we participate in two important mis-
sion projects:  one to help hungry people around the world and one to help needy 

children in the United States.  VBS is open to all children ages 3-years-old through 

rising 6th grade.  Volunteers — adult and youth — are needed! 

Registration forms are available at Connection Corner or online at 

www.williamsburgumc.org.  Contact Cindy Banek with questions, 229-1771. 

Vacation Bible School 

Register Now for ECMS! 
ECMS Registration is open for the Five-day Summer Session, July 18 – 22, 

including “Introduction to Keyboard” for 6- and 7-year-olds.    

ECMS Registration is open for the 2016 — 2017 year.   Children should be 2 
months – 7 years by September 30.  Multiple levels of group piano for adults are 
also available.   

For more information or to register, log onto ecms.williamsburgumc.org or 
contact Cindy Freeman mscindy.ecms@gmail.com.     

Summer Camp Registration 2016 
 

Fun in the Water Every Day!! 
 

Register now for playgroups for Toddlers (12-24 
months) and for Preschoolers (2-4 years).  Our 
Summer Camp lasts eight weeks, from June 6 — 

July 29.  There is no class 
Monday, July 4 due to the 
holiday.  Registration Fee 
is $40.00.   

Mother’s Day Out 

For more information or to register, visit our website:   
http://www.williamsburgumc.org/#/kidsstudents/mothers-day-out 

 

Questions?  Contact Juli Zacharias, Mother’s Day Out Director/Teacher (229-1771). 

Fall 2016 - Spring 2017 

Registration  
 

Get Your Toddler Ready for Preschool 
 

We have playgroups for Toddlers (12-24 months 
and 2-3 year olds).  MDO accepts toddlers 12 
months – 3 years old by September 1, 2016.  Regis-
tration fee is $50.  We will need pediatrician and 
emergency phone numbers.  Register Now! 

http://www.williamsburgumc.org
ecms.williamsburgumc.org
mailto:mscindy.ecms@gmail.com
http://www.williamsburgumc.org/#/kidsstudents/mothers-day-out
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Do you have an 
article for the 
Newsletter? 

 

If you would like to submit an 
article for publication in the 

Messenger, the deadline for submittals is the 15th of 
the month.  Articles submitted should be typed or 
neatly printed, limited to a 1/2 page in length and 
are subject to editing for grammar, spelling and 
content.  Please submit by e-mail to Lianne Koch at 
lkoch@williamsburgumc.org.  Questions?  
Please e-mail Lianne or call (229-1771). 

Flag Day 
Tuesday, June 14 

 

August 3rd, 1949, President Truman signed an 
Act of Congress designating June 14th of each year 
as National Flag Day.  Why do we honor our flag? 
Consider the following: 

ODE TO THE FLAG 

By Linda Sheehan Cunningham 

COPYRIGHT 1970 & 1996 

 

Our Nation's Flag is a stirring sight  

As it flutters proudly in the breeze  

Its colors of blue, red and white  

Mean so much to you and me  

Red stands for courage and hardiness  

The white means innocence and purity  

Blue for justice, perseverance and vigilance  

In its promise to keep us free.  

 

This banner stands for a bountiful land,  

Its government, people, and ideals,  

The stripes from the thirteen colonies stand,  

Its symbolism is very real.  

Each State now is represented  

By a star of white on blue  

President Washington first presented  

The American Flag to You.  

 

Many brave men have fought and died  

To protect it from dishonor and disgrace.  

Wives have mourned and mothers have cried  

So we could remain . . . the United States.  

The sight of this Banner brings feeling of joy,  

Of courage, pride and freedom to all.  

A symbol of our nation in all it's glory,  

On the moon Old Glory stands tall. 

We also have a United Methodist Church de-
nominational flag that is displayed on the right side 
of the sanctuary as you sit in the pews. Our church 
flag is a symbol of our allegiance to Jesus Christ, 
who is above all others. It is white with a red cross 
on a blue field. 

We should be proud to display our flags never 
hiding them in a dark, dirty closet laying on a dusty 
shelf. Nor should our flags ever be stored in a dark, 
dirty closet in the church atrium. As the Flag Code 
suggests, “When the flag is lowered, no part of it 
should touch the ground or any other object; it 
should be received by waiting hands and arms. To 
store the flag, it should be folded neatly and cere-
moniously.”  

In the words of Master Sergeant Percy Webb, 
USMC:  

“So long as men love liberty more than 
life itself; so long as they treasure the 
priceless privileges bought with the blood 
of our forefathers; so long as the principles 
of truth, justice and charity for all remain 
deeply rooted in human hearts, I shall con-
tinue to be the enduring banner of the 
United States of America.” 

 

Fly the flag . . . reflect 
on our freedoms God has 
given us. 
 

Robert Simmons 

mailto:lkoch@williamsburgumc.org
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Safe and Secure From All Alarms 
By Helen Casey-Rutland 

 

What makes us safe?  Our faith tells us we are secure in the faithful love of God, a solid foundation that 
nothing can shake. 

In everyday life, however, we seek a different kind of safety.  We want physical and financial security.  
We want stable reliable relationships.  We want to know who to trust when we need help. 

The good news is that there are practical steps we can take to help make us safe and secure.  This is the 
first of a series of short articles about safety and security at all stages of life and especially as we age. 

 

Issue #1 – Who Can We Trust? The Story of a Wisely Suspicious Grandmother 
 

Several members of WUMC have received phone calls from people who claimed to be grandchildren in 
need of help.  This past month, one member got a call from a man who identified himself by name as her 
grandson, said his voice sounded different because he was sick, and wanted confidential financial help — in 
other words, wanted to get out of trouble without involving his “parents”.  Fortunately, the recipient of the 
call was suspicious, ended the call, and then contacted the grandson directly to make sure he was not in 
trouble.  He wasn’t.  He was just fine and had no idea who might have impersonated him or tried to take ad-
vantage of his grandmother. 

People who are kind, generous, and trusting make the world a better place.  They embody the values we 
learn at church.  Unfortunately, some people prey on folks with exactly these values.  People who prey on 
older adults (or active church members) often very quickly move from newcomer to generous volunteer to 
indispensable helper, and then take advantage of unsuspecting folks who need a little help with the computer 
or with running a few errands (that happen to require a credit card). 

So how do we protect ourselves without becoming overly suspicious, anxious, or ungenerous? 
 

Some simple suggestions: 

1. Verify the identity of anyone who calls or emails you or connects with you by mail or online.  If you 

suspect the person claiming to be your grandchild is not, contact your grandchild independently, or 
contact another trusted family member or friend.  Be especially alert to requests for money or for any 
request that might require you to leave your home. 

2. Never let a stranger or someone you have known only a few weeks or months have access to your 

keys, your computer, your home, or any of your financial or personal records, unless you have hired 
assistance through a legitimate appropriately insured company.  If you need help with finances or 
computer issues, it is less costly to hire a legitimate professional than to risk having your identity or 
your assets stolen. 

3. Remember that your bank and your credit card companies will never contact you and then ask you to 

provide your account number or other identifying information.  If such information is requested, do 
not provide it.  Instead, call the customer service number on your statement or on the back of the 
credit card.  If someone tells you the IRS is about to nab you unless you send money right away, 
don’t believe them.  It’s a common scam. 

Ask someone you trust for advice.  This might be a wise relative, a lawyer or accountant, or a long-time 
neighbor or friend.  Do not put your trust in folks you have recently met, no matter how wonderful they 
seem.  Wait until you share some time together and have a fuller sense of their character.  They may prove 
to be the dearest most trustworthy of friends.  But, let that become clear over a year or more of acquaint-
ance. 

As followers of Christ, we are called to offer kindness, hospitality, and grace to strangers and newcomers 
in the church and in our communities.  This is our calling, regardless of the motives or character of those we 
meet.  At the same time, however, we can politely and firmly take simple steps to protect ourselves and one 
another from those whose motives might be less than good.  



 

10 

Need Someone to Talk To? Someone to Help You Get 
Through a Rough Time? 

Pastoral counseling helps people face challenges, deepen relationships, establish priorities, and navigate 
grief, depression, and difficult life circumstances.  Pastoral counselors work with people of all (or no) faith 

traditions, incorporating whatever resources the client’s faith tradition offers.  Peninsula Pas-
toral Counseling Center (PPCC) offers professional pastoral counseling in Williamsburg and 
Newport News, with fees charged on a sliding scale based on the client’s ability to pay.  

WUMC is a partner congregation with PPCC.  If you would like a referral (not 
needed, but it can help defray costs), talk with one of the pastors.  Everyone 
can benefit from counseling at some point in life.   

Contact PPCC (873-2273) or http://www.peninsulapastoral.org/ 

“Pray Without Ceasing”   
I Thessalonians 5:17 

 

Pray without ceasing.  It’s a tall order.   

What does it mean to pray without ceasing?  The particular forms will look different for each of us since 
each person bears the divine imprint in a unique way.  But the intent behind our prayers makes us one.  We 
pray in order to yoke our hearts and minds together, striving to see through the temporal to the everlasting.  
We pray to join ourselves in the divine trend toward righteousness, justice, and peace.  We pray to partici-
pate in the intimate relationship of the Trinity, to love more fully as God loves. 

It is believed that prayer infuses the rhythms of each day.  We strive not to remove ourselves from the 
world in order to pray but to weave our prayers into the fabric of our fleeting lives.  We stand 
at the intersection of being and doing, bidding inner lives outward and outer lives inward. 

Remember to continue to pray.  When you do pray your day, your week and your life 
will be better and so will our world. 

Portions from The Upper Room “60 Days of Prayer” 
 

For more information about our Prayer Ministry, contact Cindy Banek (229–1771)  
or cbanek@williamsburgumc.org. 

Memorial Garden Repairs 
We are pleased to announce that a contract has been signed with H. E. Satter-

white, Inc., of Richmond, VA, to dismantle and, with newly quarried limestone materi-
al, reconstruct the damaged portion of the Memorial Garden.  This action follows the 
approval by the Finance Committee and Church Council of a plan to fund the repairs.  
A construction schedule will be published when it is received.   

Memorial Garden Committee 

http://www.peninsulapastoral.org/
mailto:cbanek@williamsburgumc.org


 

11 

Condolences   
 

Our thoughts and prayers  
go out to the families of 
those who have passed 
away during the month 

of May: 

Alfred A. Lawton 

Leo Rogers 

given in memory of  
William Thomas "Bill" Alexander, Jr. from 

given in memory of Fred and Clara Mayfield from 

Memorial Giving  

 Mrs. Jeanne Gale 

 Mr. & Mrs. Paul Reynolds 

 Mr. & Mrs. Jack Jones 

Endowment Notes 
Considering a gift to our church through 

a will, trust, or estate plan? Be sure to use 
the correct legal name and address:  

Williamsburg United Methodist Church 
500 Jamestown Road 
Williamsburg, VA 23185 

Thank You! 

given in memory of Gloria Jane Boatright from 

 Donna Sue Boatright, Scot & Steven 

given to Respite Care  
in memory of Marian Hoyle from 

 Mr. & Mrs. Stephen Dartt 

given to Endowment Fund in memory of Ronald Warren Cranford from 

 Mr. & Mrs. Charles Salinetti 

 Mr. & Mrs. Linford Moyer 

 Liz Andrews, Ron Stoltz, Scott Schollenberger 
& Kathy Lester 

 Ms. Karen Fister 

 Mr. & Mrs. Richard Eichhorn 

 Mr. & Mrs George Moser 

 Ms. Brenda Mitchell 

 Ms. Lora Zill 

 Mr. & Mrs James Biehl 

given to Respite Care  
in memory of Joseph J. Dombrowski from 

 Mr. & Mrs. Murray Dombrowski 

 Ms. Christy Jensen 

given to Respite Care  
in memory of Stowell Symmes from 

 Mr. & Mrs. Todd Wallis 

 Mr. & Mrs. Charles Beckwith, Jr 

 Ms. Gloria Cranford 

 Eileen, Andrew & Nathan Haring 

 Mr. & Mrs. Randolph Schonour 

 Mr. & Mrs. Robert Payne 

 Mr. & Mrs. Bud Rhodes 

 Ms. Doris Margosian 

 Mr. & Mrs. Dave Biehl 

 Ms. Jane Roda 

 Mr. & Mrs. Lawrence McAlister 

 Ms. JoAnn Filepas 
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The Messenger 

A Monthly Publication of 

Williamsburg United Methodist Church  

500 Jamestown Rd., Williamsburg, VA 23185 

Church Office (757-229-1771) 

www.williamsburgumc.org 

- - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - 

RETURN SERVICE REQUESTED 

  

  

  

  

  

  

  

  

  

  

  

  

  

In the meantime, if you have comments or questions about our fire alarm evacuation procedure,  
please contact Ed Overton, Trustee Chair, (229-1771) or eoverton@williamsburgumc.org.  

The Church – Not on Fire! 
If you were in the 11:00 a.m. service on May 15, you now know what our fire alarm sounds like.  It seems that a 

toddler inadvertently set off the alarm just as the congregation was joining in the Lord’s Prayer. The good news:  we 
evacuated the sanctuary in 5 minutes, no one was hurt, and the building sustained no damage.  After the quick exit 
of the congregation this time, we can be confident that, in case of a real emergency, we will be able to safely and 
rapidly leave the building.  (Thanks to the ushers for their guidance!)  The other good news:  your tithes and offer-
ings are welcome at any time.  If you had planned to make a gift but couldn’t because the fire alarm sounded before 
the offering, you may mail it in, bring it next Sunday, or go online and contribute anytime. May 15 was Pentecost -- 
the scripture told of tongues of fire alighting on the disciples at Pentecost, but we were probably the only congrega-
tion in town that needed the actual services of the fire department during worship. 

When the Fire Alarm Sounds! 
Please know that when the fire alarm sounds during any event in the church (Worship, Sunday School, meetings, 

etc) that you should move immediately to an exit and leave the building, and continue to move away from the build-
ing so that all may exit safely.  Under such circumstances, with the imminent arrival of fire trucks, please do not hin-
der their immediate access to the parking lot.  We were blessed that this was not a real emergency, but until we 
know what may cause a fire alarm, we must take all precautions as though it were a real emergency for the safety 
of everyone.  With input from the Williamsburg Fire Department (WFD), an evaluation of this recent event is under-
way to see what can be learned from the experience.  As a closing note, it has been several years since our last Sun-
day morning Fire Drill.  With the cooperation of the WFD and Boy Scout Troop 103, the Trustees have developed 
plans for a yet-to-be scheduled Fire Drill for both the 8:15 a.m. and 11:00 a.m. Sunday services.  More to come on 
this at a later date. 
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